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Response to Home Office Consultation 

On 14th October 2017, the Home Office issued its “Consultation on New Legislation on Offensive and Dangerous Weapons”.   
This document is a response to a single part of that Consultation, namely Proposal H: Prohibit.50 calibre ‘materiel destruction’ 
rifles and rapid firing rifles under section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968 Q8.  Do you agree that we should prohibit these specific 
weapon types under section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968? 

Scottish Target Shooting strongly disagree with the proposal that the Government should prohibit these specific types of 
firearm under section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968, on the following grounds. 

1. Firstly, as an important preliminary point, we wish to emphasise that no rifles of the type covered by the Consultation 
should be treated as being currently in “the wrong hands”.  As the Home Office will be well aware, those who hold a 
Firearms Certificate not only undergo considerable vetting by the Police, but are, in effect, subject to peer review by 
their fellow shooters, through their membership of target shooting clubs.  In addition, the medical profession is 
consulted by the Police under the existing licensing arrangements, to help identify unsuitable individuals.  The use of 
firearms for target shooting is highly rewarding and requires a high level of personal skill and discipline. Those involved 
in the legitimate sport of target shooting take the responsibilities that accompany firearms ownership very seriously. 

2. There is no evidence of criminal misuse of either of the two categories of rifles covered by the Consultation.  The House 
of Commons Briefing Paper dated 2nd August 2017 noted that rifles of all calibres and types consistently represent only 
a nominal one percent (1%) of all recorded non-airgun firearms offences. (In contrast, handguns - which have been 
prohibited firearms since 1997 – were involved in 42% of non-airgun firearms offences in 2016-2017.)  In terms of the 
prioritisation of how to spend taxpayer-funded public resources, it is quite illogical for the Home Office to consider the 
prohibition of any rifles when the Government’s own survey indicates that rifles barely feature in crime statistics. 

3. If the primary concern is that rifles of the type covered by the Consultation “might” fall into the wrong hands, there is 
also no evidence of any specific targeting of such rifles by the criminal fraternity.  (In the case of .50 calibre rifles, these 
are generally very large, very heavy and hard to conceal - and almost impossible to practise with unnoticed.)  To seek 
to confiscate the legally acquired, personal property of law-abiding citizens because their property “might” be a target 
for criminal intent is a wholly disproportionate measure and a very poor way to treat those citizens in the context of a 
modern democracy.  The practical effect of the Home Office’s proposals would be the destruction of entire sections of 
the legitimate sport of target shooting. 

4. We also note with concern that the Home Office proposals have been widened to include “other similar high power, 
long range rifles”, and that a 10,000ft lbs muzzle energy limit is under consideration, with a view to distinguishing 
between sporting firearms and “anti-materiel” firearms.  We are also extremely concerned that the original reference 
to the VZ58 MARS rifle has been widened to cover “rapid firing rifles” that employ a manually actuated release system 
capable of achieving a similar rate of fire (other than self-loading rifles chambered for .22 rimfire cartridges).  Not only 
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is it unclear which rifles might be affected by such a ban, but the changes to the proposals constitute a major change to 
the terms of the original Consultation, which was limited to (1) .50 calibre “materiel destruction” rifles and (2) “rapid 
firing rifles, such as the VZ 58 Manually Actuated Release System (MARS) rifle…because a second pull of the trigger is 
required to discharge a round”.  These changes to the original Consultation mean that the Consultation and (especially) 
the associated Impact Assessment are misleading - to the point where due process requires that the current 
Consultation ought to be withdrawn and (if not abandoned entirely) should be re-drafted to more accurately reflect 
the proposals under consideration by the Home Office. 

5. In relation to the Impact Assessment mentioned above, there is no recognition of the needs of shooters with a disability 
and the adverse effects of banning MARS-type rifles (notably those with reduced limb movements).  STS actively 
promotes the interests of target shooters with disabilities and we consider the proposed ban of MARS-type rifles would 
be undesirable from the perspective of shooters with disabilities whom we represent. 

6. Finally, we note that Proposal H refers to ‘materiel destruction’ rifles, but it should be noted that the materiel 
destruction role involves the utilization of ammunition of a type which is not used by civilian target shooters. 

Scottish Target Shooting thanks the Home Office for its consideration of our submission to this consultation and we stand ready 
to utilise our membership from the target shooting community to provide further feedback if required. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Oliver Barsby 
Chief Operating Officer 
Scottish Target Shooting 
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Further Information 

About Scottish Target Shooting (STS) 

Scottish Target Shooting is the governing body for the sport of target shooting in Scotland, bringing together the following 
key disciplines in Scotland to support development of the sport at grassroots level and performance on the international 
stage, as well as to discuss other matters which affect all shooting disciplines, specifically the following: 

✓ Airguns 
✓ Clay Target 
✓ Fullbore Rifle 
✓ Gallery Rifle 
✓ Pistol 
✓ Smallbore Rifle 

Scottish Target Shooting is recognised by sportscotland (the National Agency for sport in Scotland), the Commonwealth 
Games Council for Scotland and Commonwealth Shooting Federation as the governing body for shooting in Scotland. At the 
date of this submission, Scottish Target Shooting represents over 1,250 target shooters based in clubs across the UK. 

By uniting under the umbrella of Scottish Target Shooting, these disciplines are better placed to utilise and attract commercial 
investment to grow the sport. A single body is also better placed to deliver clear and consistent pathways for athletes, coaches 
and officials, regardless of discipline, improving talent transfer and resource sharing between disciplines. 

As a single body, the sport is also better placed to respond to consultations such as these by representing all disciplines with 
a single voice, working closely with other bodies such as sportscotland, the Scottish Government and Police Scotland. 

On a performance level, Scottish Target Shooting works with sportscotland’s Institute for Sport to prepare Scottish athletes 
to compete on behalf of Scotland at the Commonwealth Games and works with British Shooting to prepare Scottish athletes 
for Team GB to compete at the Olympics and Paralympics. 

Other STS partners include other Scottish Governing Bodies such as Pentathlon Scotland, Scottish local authorities and UK 
national shooting bodies such as British Shooting, the National Rifle Association and the National Small-bore Rifle Association. 

For additional information regarding Scottish Target Shooting, visit the website at: www.scottishtargetshooting.co.uk. 

 
Contact Details for Scottish Target Shooting 

Should any information be unclear or should the Home Office wish further information regarding any of the points raised in 
this response, then Scottish Target Shooting can be contacted using the following details: 

 
Oliver Barsby 

Chief Operating Officer 
Email: coo@scottishtargetshooting.co.uk 

Tel: 0131 467 2489 
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