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Athlete - Sport Selection Policy and Standards 

 
Introduction 
 
1 This selection policy has been agreed by Scottish Target Shooting (STS) and 

Commonwealth Games Scotland (CGS).  It provides detail on the process by which 
STS will arrive at athlete nominations, which will be submitted to CGS for 
consideration, for final selection to Team Scotland for Gold Coast 2018. 
Achievement, by an athlete, of individual selection standards, detailed in this 
document, is therefore the 1st step by which nomination can be considered. The final 
decision in selection to the 2018 Games lies with CGS  
 
 

2 STS will nominate only those athletes that have qualified under both the Shooting 
Specific Selection Standards stated below, and the CGS General Selection Policy 
(available on the CGS website) that should be read in conjunction with these 
standards. 
 

 
3 Entry numbers per event and the overall number of athletes are in accordance with 

Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) allocation and should more athletes 
achieve the standards then STS will prioritise in accordance with this policy.  
 

 
Team Scotland General Selection Policy Aim 

 

4 Scotland selects a team that performs with distinction in 2018, achieving our highest 
ever number of medals at a Games out with Scotland and overall have a higher 
percentage of athletes meeting the selection standards when competing at these 
Games than in 2014 
 

5 This Shooting policy is consistent with the aim. 
 

 
Athlete Eligibility 

 
6 The eligibility criteria of the CGF, Article 24, must be met by all nominees (Appendix 

1).  
 

7 Where prospective team members do not automatically comply with the above, in 
terms of birth or parents’ birth, they will only be nominated for final selection if they 
receive prior approval from the CGF under their guidelines. No applications will be 
considered after 1 March 2017 to allow any case sufficient time for review and any 
submission to the CGF.  

 
 

Games Competition Format 
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8 The Shooting competition programme for Gold Coast 2018 consists of the events 
listed in Appendix 2. 

 
Other than Fullbore Rifle, these events are governed by the International Shooting 
Sport Federation (ISSF) and are for individuals only, with a maximum of two 
competitors per country. 
 
Fullbore Rifle is governed by the International Confederation of Fullbore Rifle 
Associations (ICFRA) and consists of an individual event with a maximum of two 
competitors per country, and a separate pairs event with a maximum of one pair per 
country.  These events are open to male and female competitors.  The same two 
athletes will contest the pairs and individual matches. 

 
 
Sport Specific Selection Standards 
 
9 ISSF Disciplines 

 
The Selection Period is 1 January 2017 to 31 October 2017. 

 
The Minimum Consideration Standard (MCS) for each of the ISSF Pistol, Rifle and 
Shotgun events are listed in Appendix 2.   
 
The competitions in which MCS scores can be recorded are listed in Appendix 3. 
 
In order to be eligible for nomination in 10m and 50m Rifle and Pistol events: 
 

 an athlete’s top three scores recorded in the qualification round of relevant 
competitions must each be at least equal to the relevant MCS 

 
or 

 

 an athlete’s top two scores recorded in the qualification round of relevant 
competitions must each be at least equal to the relevant MCS, plus their top 
score at the point where six athletes remain in an ISSF Olympic Final must be 
at least equal to the relevant Final MCS. 

 
In order to be eligible for nomination in Shotgun and 25m Pistol events, an athlete’s 
top two scores recorded in the qualification rounds of relevant competitions must 
each be at least equal to the relevant MCS. 

 
Where more than two athletes achieve the selection standards in any event, priority 
will be given to performances in the following order: 
 

1. Final of major international competitions (ISSF World Cups, European 

Championships and World Championships). 

2. Qualification Rounds of major international competitions (ISSF World Cups, 

European Championships and World Championships). 

3. Elimination Rounds of major international competitions, and all other 

international competitions. 
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4. Finals of major domestic competitions (British Championships, Scottish 

Championships, British Shooting ranking matches) 

5. Qualification Rounds of major domestic competitions (British Championships, 

Scottish Championships, British Shooting ranking matches) 

6. Elimination Rounds of major domestic competitions and all other domestic 

competitions. 

Where qualifying standards are achieved for multiple events, athletes must identify 
which events they wish to compete in to the Performance Manager by 
31 October 2017. 
 
Athletes who are selected in one or more events, in which they have achieved the 
selection standard, may also be nominated in one or more additional events 
provided that the maximum number of athletes has not already been selected in this 
event and it is agreed by the Performance Manager that any such nomination will not 
be detrimental to their performance in the event(s) in which they were originally 
selected. 

 
 
10 Fullbore Rifle 

 
The Selection Period is 1 January 2017 to 31 October 2017.   
 
The Minimum Consideration Standard (MCS) for Fullbore Rifle shall be the 
achievement of at least one of the following: 
 

1. A top ten placing at one of the following major championships: 

a. The NRA Imperial Meeting, United Kingdom (The Queen’s Prize, The 

St. George’s or The Grand Aggregate) 

b. The DCRA Championships, Canada (The Governor General’s Prize or 

The Grand Aggregate) 

c. The USA South-West National Championships (The Grand Aggregate) 

d. The USA National Championships (The Grand Aggregate) 

 

2. A top eight ranking, as defined in Appendix 4. 

If more than one athlete achieves the MCS then the two athletes who are ranked 
highest according to the process defined in Appendix 4 will be nominated.   
 
If only one athlete achieves the MCS, then that athlete will be nominated.  A second 
athlete may be nominated for the Pairs event provided that the combined rankings of 
the two athletes total sixteen or less. 

 

Other Factors for Consideration 
 

11 All nominated athletes must have completed the required Anti-doping education prior 
to nomination by STS.  
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12 The nominations will only be made from members of the STS High Performance and 
Academy squads for the season 2017/18.  Adherence to the requirements of this 
programme, as defined in the STS Athlete Agreement, is a prerequisite of the 
nomination process. 

 
13 As a condition of selection each athlete must be an individual member of STS at 

‘Complete’ level (or future STS equivalent). 
 

14 Where required by law, athletes must be in physical possession of the relevant 
Airgun, Firearms or Shotgun license relating to the event(s) in which they wish to be 
selected. 

 

 
Selection Panel 

 

15 The STS Selection Panel will consist of the following: 
 

 STS Performance & Pathways Director  

 Appointed Administrator 

 sportscotland Institute of Sport Shooting Performance Programme Manager 

 Discipline Representative for Shotgun 

 Discipline Representative for Pistol 

 Discipline Representative for Fullbore Rifle 

 Discipline Representative for Smallbore Rifle 
 
16 Members of the Selection Panel will perform the following duties: 

 

 The STS Performance & Pathways Director will perform the role of Chairman 
of the Selection Panel and will not be involved in any discussions, other than 
to provide advice on procedural matters and will not be entitled to vote. 
 

 The appointed administrator will record the Selection Panel’s decisions and 
minuting the meeting and will not be entitled to vote. 

 

 The Performance Manager will provide the panel with athlete information for 
nomination to CGS and will assume the role of a Selection Panel Member, 
participate in the nomination discussions and will be entitled to one vote in the 
nomination. Where nomination vote is tied the Performance Manager will cast 
a deciding vote.  

 

 Discipline Representatives will each assume the role of a Selection Panel 
Member, participate in the nomination discussions and will be entitled to one 
vote each in the nomination.  

 
17 If for any reason any discipline representative cannot attend, the relevant Association 

Management Group will appoint an appropriate substitute who will perform the duties 
(as detailed above) of the member that they are substituting.  
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Selection process 
 

18 The Performance Manager will circulate to the Selection Panel the names of all 
athletes who are members of the STS High Performance and Academy squads for 
the season 2017/18, along with all relevant scores and other relevant performance 
information recorded during the Selection Period.  
 

19 The STS Selection Panel will consider these nominations and agree the final 
nominations that are to be submitted to CGS.  This process will be completed by 6 
November 2017. 
 

20 As athletes achieving the selection standards (on the required numbers of occasions 
within the selection window, and at suitable events), may exceed the number of 
shooting team places available, STS will use the criteria below to prioritise athletes 
across disciplines for nomination in the following order:  
 

a. Athletes achieving a podium place in senior events at major international 
competitions (European Championships, World Championships, World Cups) 

b. Athletes qualifying for the final of senior events at major international 
competitions (as above), or achieving an equivalent placing (top six for 
Shotgun / top eight for Fullbore, Rifle & Pistol) for non-Olympic events. 

c. Athletes achieving a podium place in U21 events at major international 
competitions as above, or in senior events at minor international competitions 

d. Athletes qualifying for the final of U21 events at major international 
competitions as above, or in senior events at minor international competitions.  
Equivalent placings as above for non-Olympic events will apply. 

e. Athletes achieving a podium place at British Championships.  For ISSF 
events, any such Championships must follow the ISSF course of fire, 
including Finals for Olympic events 

f. The extent to which the MCS has been exceeded, taking into account: 
i. How consistently the athlete has recorded scores significantly above 

the MCS. 
ii. How far above the MCS the athlete has recorded scores during the 

selection window. 
iii. How consistently the athlete has recorded scores at least equal to the 

MCS in major competitions – i.e. proven ability of ‘performing when it 
counts’.  

iv. The percentage of qualifying matches shot during the selection window 
at which the MCS has been achieved. 

 
21 STS will submit their final nominations to CGS by 20 November 2017. CGS will 

confirm the Phase 1 selections within 6 weeks of receipt of the nominations and the 
final team selections by 20 February 2018.  

 
22 Final selection to the Games team is dependent on provision of relevant information 

required by CGS such as completion and signing of the CGF Eligibility form and 
CGS Team Member Agreement. 
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De-selection 

 

23 Antidoping: Athletes suspended by their Governing Body as a result of ongoing or 
concluded anti-doping violation allegations, will not be considered for selection, and 
if previously selected will be deselected from the Gold Coast 2018 team. 

 
24 Injury Management: Where injury issues are identified at or after selection, a fitness 

test may be used to determine that the athlete is capable of performing to the level 
that they were selected for the Games. The format will be determined by CGS after 
discussion with the Shooting Team Management. This will be specific to Shooting 
and the athlete’s condition and may include input from CGS medical staff. Any 
selection or de-selection decision, following such a test, will be final. 

 
25 Athletes in breach of STS or CGS policies, code of conduct and team agreement 

may be de-selected.  Where there is a conflict between policies, CGS policies shall 
take precedence. 

 

 

Appeal Process 
 

26 An appeal against non-nomination to CGS by STS is entirely a matter for the athlete 
and STS. This should be held in accordance with STS’ own appeal procedures, but 
taking into consideration only the CGS selection policy and agreed sport specific 
selections standards and conditions.  

 
27 Following announcement of nominated athletes by 5 November 2017, appeals will 

be heard in accordance with STS’s internal appeals process.  
 
28 All appeals must be received, in writing, including the grounds upon which the 

appeal is made, to the STS Chairman within three calendar days. 
 

29 In all instances, STS will respond in writing to the athlete within seven calendar days, 
notifying them of the outcome of the Appeal Process. 

 
30 An appeal against CGS non-selection on behalf of an athlete may only be submitted 

by STS and not by any individual athlete. If an appeal is submitted to CGS by STS, a 
CGS Appeal Panel will consider the case along with any additional information 
provided. The appeal must be made in writing within one week of notification of 
selection outcomes to STS by CGS. 
 

 

Appointment of Team Staff 
 
31 A Team Manager will be appointed by CGS in consultation with STS by April 2017. 

The final complement of Shooting team staff attending the Games will ultimately 
depend upon team numbers and composition and will be determined by CGS in 
consultation with STS. This will include different categories of accreditation and 
access to the Games Village and other secure areas.   
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Appendix 1 

ARTICLE 24  

Eligibility   

 
1. Subject to Article 24(2), as a condition of entry to compete in the Commonwealth Games, 

all athletes must be citizens or subjects of the Commonwealth Country that enters them 
and must:  
 

(a)  not be currently under disqualification or suspension by the Federation, or their 
respective Affiliated Commonwealth Games Association (CGA) or International 
Federation (IF) or under the World Anti Doping Code;  

(b)  comply with all applicable rules and regulations of the Federation, their respective IFs 
and the World Anti Doping Code as may be modified and applied by the Federation 
to ensure that the overriding principles of the Commonwealth Games are observed.  

 
2. Subject to Article 24(3), where an athlete was born in a Commonwealth Country that has 
common citizenship/passport with other Commonwealth Countries, the athlete may initially 
represent either the athlete's Commonwealth Country of birth; or the Commonwealth 
Country of birth of his or her father or mother that shares the same citizenship/passport. 
 
3. After having represented one Commonwealth Country at the Commonwealth Games, an 
athlete may not represent another Commonwealth Country unless he or she receives the 
approval of the Federation, the relevant IF and the affiliated CGAs of the two Commonwealth 
Countries concerned.  Applications under this article must be submitted to the Executive 
Board at least 12 months prior to the commencement of the Games. 
 
4. It is the responsibility of all affiliated CGAs to ensure that their athletes are fully aware of 
and comply with the eligibility rules of the Federation.  
 
5. The Executive Board will have the power to waive the provisions of Articles 24 (1-3) in its 
discretion.  

 

In relation this clause, the CGF Executive Board at its meeting in August 2004 gave the 
following guidelines:   

 

 If an athlete has previously represented a country at a Commonwealth Games 
they may continue to represent that country at future Games. 

 

 Athletes wishing to compete for a country on the basis of residency must show 
they have resided in that country for five years immediately prior to those Games. 

 

Further guidelines were given in August 2005 as follows: 

 

 Athlete Eligibility - Athlete Dispensation Criteria 

The General Assembly noted the Executive Board’s decision that in accordance with 
Article 25 (5) dispensations would be granted to athletes where common passports exist in 
that an athlete may represent the new country subject to having fulfilled all the requirements 
of the relevant International Federation.  
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Appendix 2 
 

ISSF Events & Minimum Consideration Standards 
 

 
Rifle 
50m Rifle 3 Positions Men 
50m Rifle Prone Men 
10m Air Rifle Men  
50m Rifle 3 Positions Women 
50m Rifle Prone Women 
10m Air Rifle Women 
 
Pistol 
50m Pistol Men 
25m Rapid Fire Pistol Men 
10m Air Pistol Men 
25m Pistol Women 
10m Air Pistol Women 
 
Shotgun 
Trap Men 
Double Trap Men 
Skeet Men 
Trap Women 
Double Trap Women 
Skeet Women 

Qualification  
Round 

1141 
619.3 
617.7 

570 
615.3 
412.1 

 
 

541 
560 
572 
570 
376 

 
 

118 
131 
118 

67 
91 
67  

 
Final 

393.6 
138.9 
139.4 
390.7 

N/A 
142.2 

 
 

127.5 
N/A 

135.7 
N/A 

135.1 
 
 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
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Appendix 3 

 
Selection Matches 

The MCS may be achieved at the following competitions in all ISSF events: 

 European Championships 

 World Championships 

 World Cups  

 Junior World Cups 

 World Cup Finals 

 World University Championships 

 World University Games 

 International matches shot under ISSF rules as a representative of Scotland 
or Great Britain, subject to prior agreement with the Performance Manager 
and CGS 

 
Additional discipline-specific matches at which the MCS may be achieved are listed 
below: 

Pistol 

 STS 10m Air Pistol Grand Prix circuit (first match only) 

 STS 10m Air Pistol Championships 

 STS 50m Pistol Championships  

 NSRA Air Pistol Championships (squadded matches only) 

 NSRA 50m Pistol Championships  

 British Pistol Association Championships 

 British Shooting ranking matches  (subject to above restrictions) 
 

Smallbore Rifle 

 STS 10m Air Rifle Grand Prix circuit (first match only) 

 STS 50m Prone and 3P Grand Prix circuits 

 STS 50m Rifle Championships   

 STS 10m Air Rifle Championships  

 NSRA 50m Rifle Championships 

 NSRA 10m Air Rifle Championships (squadded matches only)   

 British Shooting ranking matches  (subject to above restrictions) 
 

Shotgun 

 British Shooting ranking matches    

 STS Designated Selection Matches 
  

Other recognised competitions may be considered on request by an athlete, subject 
to agreement by the Performance Manager and CGS prior to the event in question. 
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Competitions shot on NSRA 3-Card system (rifle), or any other paper target system 
which requires the match to be interrupted while targets are changed, will not be 
considered. 

Scores recorded in training matches and domestic (Scottish or British) trials will not 
be considered. 

Indoor 50m Rifle matches will not be considered, even if included in the list of British 
Shooting ranking matches. 

Where the course of fire at some competitions is longer than normal they will be 
treated as follows: 

 Female athletes shooting 125 targets in Trap or Skeet – count the 75 targets 
that are shot on one day 

 Female athletes shooting 150 targets in Double Trap – count the first 120 
targets 

No other scores will be extracted from competitions that vary from the ISSF course of 
fire.  
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Appendix 4 

 
Fullbore Rankings 

The performances of Fullbore Rifle shooters will be compared to other leading UK 
based domestic competitors using a ranking system. 

Points will be allocated based on places achieved in designated competitions, as 
shown in the following table: 

 Queens 
Prize 

St 
George’s 

Grand 
Aggregate 

English XX 
Meeting 

BCRC 
Meeting 

Surrey 
Meeting 

Top 25 6 4 6 4 4 3 

Top 50 5 3 5 2 2 2 

Top 75 4 2 4 1 1 0 

Top 100 3 1 3 0 0 0 

Top 125 2 0 2 0 0 0 

Top 150 1 0 1 0 0 0 

  

Aggregate totals for the year will then be compared with the equivalent totals from 
other UK Commonwealth Games contenders: 

 the leading four shooters from England 

 the leading three shooters from each of Wales and Northern Ireland 

 the leading two shooters from each of Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man 

in order to provide a ranking of leading UK shooters. 

 


