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Annual General Meeting of 
Scottish Target Shooting 
Date:  Saturday 3rd June 2017, 1.45pm 
Venue:  North Inch Community Campus, Gowans Terrace, Perth PH1 5BF 
 
 ATTENDANCE  

 Ian Thomson, Sport Vice Chair, Smallbore, Chair 
Mike Barlow, Business Vice Chair, Fullbore 
Paul McFarlane, Marketing & Comms Director 
Amanda Cobb, Finance Director 
Tim Kidner, Fullbore AMG Chair 
Tim Liddon, Pistol and Gallery Rifle AMG Chair 
Iain MacGregor, Clay AMG Chair 
Graham Ellis, Air Pistol and Air Rifle AMG Chair 
Mike Baillie-Hamilton, Fullbore 
Colin McEachran, Fullbore 
John Buchanan, Smallbore 
Ian Henderson, Smallbore 
Jim McIntosh, Smallbore 
Michael Ozmond, Smallbore 
Martin Sinclair, Smallbore 
Bruce McIntosh, Smallbore 
Sinclair Bruce, Smallbore 
Robert Thomson, Smallbore 
William Vaughan, Smallbore 
Gavin Walker, Smallbore 
 

William McAulay, Smallbore 
Morag Liddon, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
Janis Thomson, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
Jack Aitken, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
Bridge Doubleday, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
William Hamilton, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
David Owen, Pistol and Gallery Rifle 
Kathleen Male, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Ronald Male, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Peter Denmark, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Susan King, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Scott Sorby, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Alan Thomson, Air Pistol and Air Rifle 
Alloa and District Rifle Club 
Cumberland News Rifle Club 
Dundonald Rifle and Pistol Club 
Larbert and District Miniature Rifle Club 
Dunfermline Smallbore Rifle Club 
North Ayrshire Shooting Ground Air Rifle Club 
Watsonian Rifle Club 

 

ALSO ATTENDING 
Company Secretary & Chief Operating Officer Oliver Barsby (OB) 
Office Manager     Jacqui Dunlop (JD) 
 

1.  WELCOME BY STS CHAIR ACTIONS 

 Ian Thomson was Chairing the meeting in his capacity as Vice Chair. Ian welcomed everyone to the 
meeting, explaining that Angus Loudon, STS Chair, was unwell and unfortunately would not be able to 
attend the meeting.  Ian Thomson confirmed that the meeting was quorate in line with the Articles. 
 

 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were intimated on behalf of:  
Angus Loudon 
Sheena Sharp 
John Kemp 
Thomas McGregor 
Henry Watson 
 
 

Keith Shields 
Jeremy Gaywood 
Caroline Brownlie 
Gareth McKenna 
Fiona Fagan 

Mary Melvin 
Ann Hamilton 
Don Robertson 
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3.  MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING  

 a) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was proposed by Colin McEachran and seconded by Ian Henderson that the minutes of the 2016 
Annual General Meeting were a true record. 
 

b) MATTERS ARISING 
Insurance Cover for Life Members – Oliver Barsby confirmed that the insurance cover for Life 
Members is the same as for Enhanced Members. It was confirmed that the Life Members are those 
which transferred from the previous bodies 
 
Clubs – Oliver Barsby confirmed that clubs still need to state a Primary Discipline for voting reasons 
but it is now possible for Clubs to state more than one discipline.  
 

 

4.  PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE CHAIR  

 a) PRESENTATION OF REPORT 
The Chair’s Annual Report was presented (see Appendix 1). 

 
b) ADOPTION OF REPORT 

It was proposed by Mike Baillie-Hamilton and seconded by Jim McIntosh that that the Annual Report 
be approved. 
  

 

5.  PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY  

 a) PRESENTATION OF REPORT 
The Secretary’s Annual Report was presented (see Appendix 2). 
 
Questions which arose from Secretary’s Report: 
It was asked if repeating direct debits could be included as way to pay for memberships. Oliver Barsby 
stated that this had already been raised by AMG Chairs and as such has been explored. Oliver Barsby 
confirmed that following discussions with Azolve this option would be added to the database shortly. 

 
b) ADOPTION OF REPORT 

It was proposed by Tim Liddon and seconded by Robin Thomson that the Secretary’s Report be 
approved. 

  

 

6.  PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF COMPANY’S ACCOUNTS  

 a) PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS 
The Annual Accounts for the Period 8 September 2015 to 31 December 2016 were presented.  It was 
noted that STS had applied to company House for a longer accounting period in its first year of 
operation but in future years the accounting period will be for 12 months running from January to 
December in line with the membership year. The activity over the period was mainly concerned the 
Pistol AMG and STS accounts due to pistol running events through STS at the end of 2016, however in 
2017 STS has started to process some full bore and smallbore events so there will be increased activity 
in the accounts in 2017. 
 
The accounts were inspected by BDO and the draft report was circulated along with a one page 
summary from February 2016 to December 2016 which provided more detail of activity by each 
account. 
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sportscotland agreed a four year in principle investment in Scottish Target Shooting of £75,000 per 
year for 2015-19, with 2017 therefore being year 3. At present, the High Performance funding remains 
with the Scottish Institute of Sport as the programme is not run through Scottish Target Shooting. 
However, some transactions in relation to high performance, specifically the CSF(ED) Championships 
which were paid by Scottish Target Shooting and then invoiced back to the Scottish Institute of Sport, 
AMGs and athletes accordingly. 
 
During the accounting period two large transfers were made. £31,000 was transferred to the Pistol 
AMG from the Scottish Pistol Association on its winding up. Similarly, £63,000 was transferred to the 
central STS account from STSF when it wound up. It was noted that these are one off payments and 
will be reflected in the reserves in future accounts. Oliver Barsby reinforced the point that any money 
made or received by an AMG is ringfenced for use by that AMG only. 
 
Susan King asked what the “other” expenses of £4,500 were and it was noted that the majority of this 
was the High Performance transactions referred to earlier plus a small amount for small gifts to 
individuals for their services to shooting. 

 
b) ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS 

It was proposed by Willie McAulay and seconded by Paul McFarlane that the Accounts be adopted. 

  
7.  RESOLUTIONS  

 It was confirmed that an Ordinary Resolution must be supported by a simple majority of eligible votes 
cast at the meeting, either in person or by proxy.  A Special Resolution had to be supported by three 
quarters or more of eligible votes cast at the meeting, either in person or by proxy. 
 

a) ORDINARY RESOLUTION 1: CONFIRMATION OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2018 
It was proposed that there be no change in Membership Fees for 2018 and these should be: 
 
£10 Essential  £5 Essential (Student) 
£30 Dual  £10 Dual (Student) 
£45 Essential  £20 Enhanced (Student) 
£65 Complete £30 Complete (Student) 
£30 Club  £150 Club Plus  
 
There were 48 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 1 abstention. Resolution 1 was duly approved. 
 

b) ORDINARY RESOLUTION 2: APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTANTS TO REVIEW 2017 ACCOUNTS 
It was proposed that Scottish Target Shooting appoints Tax IQ to review the Company’s accounts for 
2017. 
 
Oliver Barsby explained that the rationale was to appoint Tax IQ at a cost of £600 + VAT and this would 
save over £1,000 compared to the current accountants.  Sinclair Bruce asked if sportscotland were ok 
with the change. Oliver Barsby confirmed that the proposal met both sportscotland and Company 
House requirements with the former only requiring the accounts to be reviewed (rather than audited) 
by someone independent who is not associated with the company. 
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Susan King asked if there were any additional charges and Oliver Barsby confirmed that the fee 
includes ongoing support both in terms of advice on accounting issues as well as using the software 
currently used in the office. However, if there were to be any charges then these would be raised in 
advanced and discussed before the work is carried out.   
 
There were 48 votes in favour, 0 votes against and 2 abstentions. Resolution 2 was duly approved. 
 

c) SPECIAL RESOLUTION 1: AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPANY’S ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
Amendment 1 - Changes to the terminology with regards requirements for the accounts to ensure the 
minimum requirements within the Articles are fit for purpose but also proportionate and appropriate 
for the size of the Company. 
 
There were 47 votes in favour, 0 votes against and 3 abstentions.  The Resolution was duly approved. 
 
Amendment 2 - Changes to enable Junior Members to have the same privileges within the Articles as 
other individual Members. 
 
There were 47 votes in favour, 0 votes against and 3 abstentions.  The Resolution was duly approved. 
 

8.  ELECTION OF DIRECTORS  

 It was noted that all directors elected today will serve for a period of 3 years. 
 

a) AIR WEAPONS AMG CHAIR 
Graham Ellis was nominated as Chair of the Air Weapons AMG. As there were no other nominations 
Graham Ellis was duly elected as Chair of the Air Weapons AMG. 
 

b) CLAY AMG CHAIR 
There were two nominations for the Chair of the Clay AMG Chair: 

Iain MacGregor Keith Shields 
 
There were 3 votes in favour of Iain MacGregor and 4 votes in favour of Keith Shields. Keith Shields 
was duly elected as Chair of the Clay AMG. Thanks were expressed to Iain MacGregor for his work as 
the interim Chair of the Clay AMG. 
 

c) FULL BORE AMG CHAIR 
Tim Kidner was nominated as Chair of the Full Bore AMG Chair. As there were no other nominations 
Tim Kidner was duly elected as Chair of the Full Bore AMG. 
 

d) PISTOL & GALLERY RIFLE AMG CHAIR 
Tim Liddon was nominated as Chair of the Pistol and Gallery Rifle AMG Chair. As there were no other 
nominations Tim Liddon was duly elected as Chair of the Pistol and Gallery Rifle AMG Chair. 
 

e) SMALLBORE AMG CHAIR 
Martin Sinclair was nominated as Chair of the Small-Bore Rifle AMG. As there were no other 
nominations Martin Sinclair was duly elected as Chair of the Small-Bore Rifle AMG. 
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9.  PRESENTATION OF BOB AITKEN SERVICE TO TARGET SHOOTING AWARD  

 David Aitken presented the inaugural award of the Bob Aitken Services to Target Shooting Award to 
Colin McEachran. 
 

 

10.  VOTE OF THANKS & CLOSE  

 There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 1455. 
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Appendix A: Chair’s Annual Report 
 
It doesn’t seem like a year ago that we held the first Annual General Meeting of Scottish Target Shooting (STS) but 
the body has now been up and running as a membership organisation for a whole year. In view of the fact that 
we’re bringing together so many shooting bodies it was inevitable that we would have lessons to learn over the 
year but the past twelve months have seen us make steady progress in a positive direction.  
 
Our relationship with Police Scotland, as evidenced by the session held earlier today, is an extremely positive one. 
Since forming STS, we are now in regular dialogue and have direct contact with the Chief Inspector for Firearms and 
Explosives Licensing in Scotland as well as a permanent seat at the newly formed Firearms Practitioners Group. This 
group meets during the year to discuss firearms issues relating to Scotland but also feeds into the UK wide National 
Police Chiefs Council, Firearms and Explosives Licensing Working Group, more commonly known as NPCC FELWG.  
 
Earlier this year, we worked on behalf of our members to submit a response to the Home Office Fees Consultation 
that was released in January, to protest at the increase in fees. We are awaiting feedback and the next steps for 
this consultation but our combined response, added to by our member’s response through the template we 
provided, demonstrates the strength of working together and is not something that would have been feasible 
twelve months earlier. Oliver will expand on membership matters in the Secretary’s Report later on.  
 
This past year has also seen some sad news with the passing of Bob Aitken in October. It seems fitting to mention 
Bob at this juncture in view of the ongoing, annual battle he had with getting the East of Scotland Club approved. 
Bob was a tremendous servant of shooting in Scotland and was involved in a number of Commonwealth Games 
teams as well being heavily involved in founding the Scottish Target Shooting Federation and East of Scotland Rifle 
Club. David, his eldest son, is with us today and we will go on to speak more about Bob and his legacy later. 
 
Our athletes and teams over the past twelve months have had some excellent successes. The Gallery Rifle Team 
had their most successful year to date in 2016 winning 190 Gold, 156 Silver and 91 Bronze medals, not to mention 
four of their members being selected for the Great Britain team. In pistol, rifle and shotgun events there were 
several successes in 2016, most noticeably with Jen McIntosh being selected as part of the five strong British 
shooting team competing in the Rio Olympics. However, the start of 2017 but seen a noticeable lift in performance 
levels by Scottish athletes now that the selection window for the Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast in 2018 has 
opened. In addition to some fine shooting from Jen, her young sister Seonaid has put in some great performances, 
even outshining Jen on some occasions. In pistol some of the stalwarts in the team like Alan Goodall, Caroline 
Brownlie and David Owen put in some strong performances but are now being pushed by some exceptional young 
talent coming through the ranks with the likes of Katie Knowles, Jess Liddon, Kerstin Dodd and Aedan Evans all 
achieving Scottish records over the last six months. In shotgun, Sharon Niven and Linda Pearson for the women and 
Calum Fraser and David McMath for the men have put in some excellent performances on the international stage 
at the start of 2017 while in full-bore, team members Ian Shaw, Angus McLeod, Sandy Walker, Mike Barlow, Lindsey 
McKerrell and Bruce Logan had an outstanding showing at the Phoenix match back in March. My thanks goes to 
Donald McIntosh for the excellent work he is doing with our performance athletes. 
 
Our performances on the international stage brings me on to two key points. Over the last twelve months we have 
enjoyed cordial but arms-length relations with British Shooting. It is my intention over the next twelve months to 
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ensure British Shooting improves its recognition and involvement of Scots in its programmes and governance. On 
a Commonwealth level, while I look forward to the games in the Gold Coast 2018 with great expectations for 
Scotland; this is measured by some trepidation about the prospects for shooting in 2022 and beyond. The board 
and staff of STS will be working with our colleagues within the UK shooting bodies, as well as Commonwealth Games 
Scotland and the Commonwealth Shooting Federation, to ensure shooting remains on the programme for the 
Commonwealth Games in 2022 and beyond.  
 
On the domestic front, we have worked closely with sportscotland, specifically through our Partnership Manager 
Gemma Fay to who I would like to extend my thanks. Gemma, along with a number of other staff in sportscotland, 
has been extremely supportive of the work carried out in bringing together the shooting bodies in Scotland to form 
Scottish Target Shooting and this confidence has been reflected in our investment for the next twelve months which 
was confirmed in April as remaining at £75,000. In other years, this may have been viewed as a backwards step but 
in view of the recent £4million cuts to Scottish sport, resulting in many governing bodies being cut, this has been 
widely viewed by the Board as a success.  
 
One area, however, that has not progressed as quickly as I or anyone else in the shooting community would have 
liked, is the development of the National Shooting Centre. STS, through the hard work of Jeremy Gaywood, 
supported by Colin McEachran and the AMG Chairs, put in a power of work at the start of the process to identify a 
potential bid and latterly, the bidder has shown patience, determination, resilience and persistence to ensure a 
National Shooting Centre remains a viable option for Scotland. In addition to my earlier points on relations with 
British Shooting and working to keep the sport in the Commonwealth Games, my final aim for the next twelve 
months will be to see this project finally get over the finish line and work with the bidder to make it a success. I look 
forward to hearing an update on developments of the site directly after this meeting and hope many of our 
members present here today will stay on for this presentation.  
 
Finally, during the course of the year we have been working hard to fill the remaining positions on the new STS 
board. Sadly, David Burgess had to stand down at the end of last year due to personal reasons but he has been ably 
replaced by Iain MacGregor who was appointed in the interim but stands for election later in this meeting. In 
addition to our AMG Chairs who bring significant shooting expertise to the board, I would like to introduce our 
appointed board members of Mike Barlow (Business Vice Chair), Paul McFarlane (Marketing & Communications 
Director), Gareth McKenna (Performance & Pathways Director), John Kemp (Coaching & Officials Director) and 
Amanda Cobb (Finance & Fundraising Director). The impact of these new board members has already been felt with 
some excellent discussions at Board level resulting in key improvements being implemented on the ground. I very 
much look forward to working with these new board members and the successful candidates from today’s elections 
in building on what has been a solid first year of Scottish Target Shooting. I would like to thank all my colleagues on 
the board, the staff and our members for their support and hard work in getting us this far in such a short space of 
time and, with the Gold Coast 2018 fast approaching, I wish all our athletes the best of luck during this qualification 
window and I hope to see Donald and the team out in Brisbane in April next year 
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